
      

       Class IX- CIVICS 

Stay Home Safe,  

Self Study in 5 steps 

CH 3- CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN 

 

 

Day 1- period 1 Pg: 45 -46 
 

Step – I Study the following topic from textbook: 

• Overview 

• Section 3.3 

• Making of the Indian Constitution-The path to constitution 

Step – II Study the same topic in the following part of  Extramark app: 

Ch – Constitutional Design → Detailed learning → Understanding concept (1st video) 

 

Step – III Clear your doubts (if any) from ___________ (Name of allotted Teacher), Phn/Whatsapp No. 

__________ between ________ to _________ (Mention your preferred time) 

 

Step – IV Revise using following Bullet points: 

 

 

 

 

Making of the Indian Constitution- 

 
 Like South Africa, India’s Constitution was also drawn up under very difficult 

circumstances. 

 The making of the constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an 

easy affair. 

 At that time the people of India were emerging from the status of subjects to that of 

citizens. 

 The country was born through a partition on the basis of religious differences which 

was a traumatic experience for the people of India and Pakistan. 



 At least ten lakh people were killed on both sides of the border in partition related 

violence. 

 The British had left it to the rulers of the princely states to decide whether they wanted 

to merge with India or with Pakistan or remain independent. 

 The merge of these princely states was a difficult and uncertain task .when the 

constitution was being written, the future of the country did not look as secure as it 

does today. 

 The makers of the constitution had anxieties about the present and the future of the 

country. 

 

              

 
The path to constitution 

 

Despite all these difficulties, there was one big advantage for the makers of the Indian 

Constitution. 

Unlike South Africa, they did not have to create a consensus about what a democratic 

India should look like.  

Much of this consensus had evolved during the freedom struggle. 

Our national movement was not merely a struggle against a foreign ruler but was also a 

struggle to rejuvenate our country and to transform our society and politics. 

In 1928, Motilal Nehruand eight other Congress leaders drafted a Constitution for India 

which was submitted in the 1931 Karachi session of the Indian National Congress. 

Both these documents were committed to the inclusion of universal adult franchise, 

right to freedom and equality and to protecting the rights of minorities in the 

constitution of independent India. 

Thus some basic values were accepted by all leaders much before the Constituent 

Assembly met to deliberate on the Constitution. 

  
    Karachi Session                                               
 

The familiarity with political institutions of colonial rule also 

helped develop an agreement over the institutional design. The 

Years of thinking and deliberation 

on the framework of the 



 

 

British rule had given voting rights only to a few. On that basis 

the British had introduced very weak legislatures. Elections 

were held in 1937 to Provincial Legislatures and 

Ministries all over British India. These were not fully democratic 

governments. But the experience gained by Indians in the 

working of the legislative institutions proved to be very useful 

for the country in setting up its own institutions and working in 

them. That is why the Indian constitution adopted many 

institutional details and procedures from colonial laws like the 

Government of India Act, 1935. 

  

 

 

 

constitution had another benefit. 

Our leaders gained confidence to 

learn from other countries, but 

on our own terms. Many of our 

leaders were inspired by the 

ideals of French Revolution, the 

practice of parliamentary 

democracy in Britain and the Bill 

of Rights in the US. The socialist 

revolution in Russia had inspired 

many Indians to think of shaping 

a system based on social and 

economic equality. Yet they were 

not simply imitating what others 

had done. At each step they were 

questioning whether these things 

suited our country. All these 

factors contributed to the making 

of Constitution. 

Step – V Write the following question and answers provided as home assignment in your Civics Class 

work Copy      

 

Q1. “The making of the constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an 

easy affair.”Explain. 

 

• At that time the people of India were emerging from the status of subjects to 

that of citizens. 

• The country was born through a partition on the basis of religious differences 



which was a traumatic experience for the people of India and Pakistan. 

• The merge of these princely states was a difficult and uncertain task .when the 

constitution was being written, the future of the country did not look as secure 

as it does today. 

• Our national movement was not merely a struggle against a foreign ruler but 

was also a struggle to rejuvenate our country and to transform our society and 

politics. 

• In 1928, Motilal Nehruand eight other Congress leaders drafted a Constitution 

for India which was submitted in the 1931 Karachi session of the Indian 

National Congress 

. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

                           End of day 1 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 period 2: Pg: 46-47 

 

 

Step – I 

 

Study the following topic from textbook: 

• Section 3.1 

• The Constituent Assembly 

 

 

Step – II Study the same topic in the following part of Extramark app: 

Ch –CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN→ Detailed learning → Understanding concept (2ndvideo) 

 

Step – III Clear your doubts (if any) from ___________ (Name of allotted Teacher), Phn/Whatsapp No. 

__________ between ________ to _________ (Mention your preferred time) 

 



Step – IV Revise using following Bullet point: 

 

                        

 
THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

 

   
A constituent assembly or constitutional assembly is a body or assembly of 
popularly elected representatives which is assembled for the purpose of drafting or 
adopting a constitution or similar document. 
 

 

• Who then were the makers of the Indian constitution? 

• The drafting of the document called the constitution was done by an assembly of elected 

representatives called the constituent Assembly 

• Elections to the Constituent Assembly were held in july 1946 

• Its first meeting was held in December 1946 

• Soon after , the country was divided into  India and Pakistan 

• The constituent assembly was also divided into the constituent Assembly of India and that of 

Pakistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

           
 

 

 

Why should we accept the constitution made by this Assembly more than fifty years 

ago? 

 

The constitution doesn’t reflect the view of its members alone .It expresses a broad 

consensus of its time. Many countries of the world had to rewrite their constitution 

afresh because the basic rules were not accepted to all major social groups or 

political parties  

in some countries , the constitution exists as a mere piece of paper . No one actually 

follows it. 

The experience of our constitution is different. Over the last half a century, several 

groups have questioned the legitimacy of the constitution itself. This is an unusual 

achievement for any constitution. 

 

The Constituent Assembly that wrote the 

Indian Constitution had 299members. 

The Assembly adopted the Constitution on 

26November 1949 but it came into effect on 

26th January 1950 

To mark this day we celebrate January 26 as 

Republic Day every year 



The second reason for accepting the constitution is that the Constituent Assembly 

represented the people of India. There was no universal adult franchise at that time. 

So the Constituent Assembly could not have been chosen directly by all the people of 

India. It was elected by the members of the existing Provincial Legislatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the manner in which the Constituent Assembly worked gives sanctity to the 

Constitution. The Constituent assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual 

manner. First some basic principles were decided and agreed upon. Then a Drafting 

Committee chaired by Dr.B. R. Ambedkar prepared a draft constitution for discussion. 

Several rounds of through discussion took place on the Draft Constitution, clause by 

clause. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Facts 

 

 

Granville Austin pointed out that the 

Constituent Assembly was the 

Congress and the Indian National 

Congress was India. 

American Historian of Indian 

Constitution  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

When printed, these debates are 12 bulky volumes! 

These debates provide the rationale behind every provision of the 
Constitution. These are used to interpret the meaning of the constitution. 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

Step – 

V 

 

Write the following question and answers provided as home assignment in your Civics Class 

work Copy   

 

more than 2000 amendments were 
considered

the members deliberatedfor 114 days 
spread over 3 years

every document presented and every word 
spoken in the  Constituent Assembly has been 
recorded and preserved

these are called 'Constituent Assembly Debates'.



 

 

Q2.   Why should we accept the constitution made by this Assembly more than fifty 

years ago? 

 

 

Ans: 

 i) The constitution doesn’t reflect the view of its members alone .It expresses a broad 

consensus of its time. Many countries of the world had to rewrite their constitution afresh 

because the basic rules were not accepted to all major social groups or political parties. 

ii) The experience of our constitution is different. Over the last half a century, several groups 

have questioned the legitimacy of the constitution itself. This is an unusual achievement for 

any constitution. 

iii) The another reason for accepting the constitution is that the Constituent Assembly 

represented the people of India. There was no universal adult franchise at that time. So the 

Constituent Assembly could not have been chosen directly by all the people of India. It was 

elected by the members of the existing Provincial Legislatures. 

iv) Finally, the manner in which the Constituent Assembly worked gives sanctity to the 

Constitution. The Constituent assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner. 

First some basic principles were decided and agreed upon. Then a Drafting Committee chaired 

by Dr.B. R. Ambedkar prepared a draft constitution for discussion. Several rounds of through 

discussion took place on the Draft Constitution, clause by clause. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                End of Day – 2 
 

 

Day – 3: Short Test on Chapter 3 

 
Step – I Revise the bullet points of full chapter for 10 mins. 

Step – II Answer the following questions:  10 marks 

(Each question carries different mark)  

 

Q1What is the noteworthy feature of Karachi Session of Indain National Congress?                                       

1 mark 

 

Q2. When was the Constitution of India adopted?                                         1marks  

  

Q3.   Write the main points of Constituent assembly. (Practise )                5  marks 

 

Q4 Name the leaders of the drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly. 2 marks 



 

                                           

 

                                                 End of Day 3                                                          

 
 

 

 

 


